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On behalf of the Brazilian delegation, comprised of seven members of

parliament, senior officials from seven federal ministries and representatives

of thirteen civil society organizations, I am honored to greet all delegations

of Members States, international organizations and civil society, here today.

"Assessing implementation of the ICPD Program of Action" -- theme of this

session -- is all the more relevant as we celebrate 20 years of Cairo's

International Conference on Population and Development. The Brazilian

delegation has undergone a rich process of analysis and preparation for this

meeting, both at the national and regional levels.

In the years that followed the Cairo Conference, Brazil has committed to

promoting economic growth with social justice, and to ensuring welfare for

all. Particularly in the last 10 years, motivated by the United Nations

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) and the Millennium

Declaration, Brazil has sought to fully integrate the economic, social and

environmental pillars of sustainable development, promoting and respecting

human rights. Much effort was put into the implementation of the Cairo

commitments.

Conditional cash transfers programs - such as the "Bolsa Familia" (or family

stipend) and "Brazil Without Extreme Poverty" - were responsible for lifting

36 million people out of poverty. The figure represents a decrease in the

number of poor from 24.25% of the total Brazilian population, in 2002, to

8.55%, in 2012. Extreme poverty dropped from 8.8% to 3.5% over the same

period. It is worth highlighting that women are the beneficiaries of choice in

both programs, in recognition that economic self-reliance is key to women's
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empowerment and to improving the quality of life of Brazilian families, of

which 37% are led by women.

We reaffirm the importance of the universality of human rights and our

commitment to implement them in their integrality.

National policies on sexual and reproductive rights are in line with the ICPD

Program of Action. Bringing to bear the concept of comprehensive health

care for women, we have sought to protect, as rights, the free exercise of

sexuality, reproductive planning, and a more humane approach to prenatal

care, safe delivery and post-natal care, with a sharp decrease in maternal

mortality.

By decision of the Supreme Court, in 2011, rights equal to those of

heterosexual married couples were recognized and granted in Brazil for

same sex unions. In 2012, the Court decided to broaden the grounds for legal

termination of pregnancy so that they would also encompass cases of

anencephaly, whereas before they were restricted to victims of rape and

situations where the life of the mother was put at risk. In 2013, President

Dilma Rousseff signed into law a bill that guarantees full protection of

victims of sexual violence, with universal access and care, ensuring the

provision of emergency contraceptives, among other measures.

Between 1980 and 2010, in a span of three decades, 10 years were added to

the life expectancy at birth of the Brazilian population. In 1980, men lived,

on average, 59.6 years, and women, 65.6 years. In 2010, the average life

expectancy of men rose to 70.2 years and of women to 77.3 years. Between

1994 and 2001, there was a reduction in all causes of death, except for
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neoplasms. Noteworthy is the reduction, by approximately 50%, of deaths

caused by conditions originating in the perinatal period — from 5.11% of

total deaths, in 1994, to 2.16%, in 2011.

Gains in life expectancy were a result of improvements in health care, access

to social security, sanitation and the protection of specific rights. In parallel,

and notwithstanding the absence of birth control policies, there was a

decrease in the fertility rate. This was the result of declining teenage

pregnancy and an increase in the use of contraceptive methods. Drop in

birthrates and greater longevity have significantly changed the Brazilian

demographic configuration, now with an aging population.

Brazilians over 60 years of age rose from 9% of the total population, in

2001, to 12.6%, in 2012. The adoption, in 2003, of the Older Persons Act,

which governs the rights of persons 60 and older, was therefore extremely

important. Equally important was the enactment, in August 2013, of the

Youth Act, on the rights of young people and principles and guidelines for

public policies for youth.

At the regional level, Latin America and the Caribbean strengthened their

commitment to the ICPD Program of Action during the First Regional

Conference on Population and Development, held in Montevideo, in

August 2013.

Among the main achievements of the Montevideo Consensus, I wish to

emphasize the concrete references to sexual rights; the recognition of the

LGBT population as subject of rights; rights and public policies on youth,
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and the inclusion of a specific section on people of African descent and

combating racism and racial discrimination.

We recognize some of these issues may stir controversy. We find it

necessary, however, to engage all Member States in a constructive debate

aimed at reaching consensus, respecting sensitivities but upholding existing

commitments under the Cairo and Beijing conferences and other

international agreements. After all, it is our responsibility to overcome new

challenges as we make progress in the implementation of the ICPD Program

of Action. And there is more to be done, such as introducing Cairo issues

into the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the Sustainable Development

Goals. In so doing, we recognize the centrality of both population and

development, on the one hand, and gender equality, on the other. Because

this is what we were mandated to do as per the The Future We Want

document: "to include population in sustainable development and in the

post-2015 agenda".

While working towards the Sustainable Development Goals, it is

fundamental to pay heed to criticism vented at the Millennium Development

Goals, that they reflected neither the agreements of the Beijing Platform for

Action and the ICPD Program of Action nor the complexity of issues

regarding women and gender equality.

Today's debate opens up once again an opportunity for us to unequivocally

link environmental issues, the development agenda and women's rights, with

a view to consolidating a democratic society, free from all forms of

inequality and discrimination. Thank you.
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